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Christ is risen
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Easter 2015



1o dear Monsignors and Priests and Religious,

1o those Consecrated and involved in the life of the Church and society,
To Parents, Children, Youth, both men and women,

To Parish Communities,

Brothers and Sisters,

“Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, He is resurrected...”
(Luke 5, 24)

Thus the angels announced to the women the Resurrection of Jesus. This
historic event, which is the basic foundation of the whole Christian faith, so that the
Apostle Paul said, “... and if Christ has not been raised, we have nothing to
preach and you have nothing to believe” (1Cor 15/14). The correlation between
faith and resurrection is clear and that is what gave the apostles, and today, gives
us the strength to preach Christ risen from the dead. “If you declare with your
mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from
the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10, 9). Stating that Jesus Christ is the “Life”,
reopen the road to heaven that we, humans, have closed because of our weakness
and our sins, but God does not leave us as He does not let his Son into the darkness
of the tomb, see corruption, constantly invites us to begin a new life with him and
transformed by His grace toward reconciliation.

I greet you in the peace of the Risen Christ, joy and love, hoping that His glorious
resurrection renews and revives our hearts, all of us, consecrated lay and faithful
in the exercise of the mission entrusted to each one of us, “as far as the Lord has
given us.”

I would like, in this year dedicated by Pope Francis to the “Consecrated life” to
explore with you some aims and expectations of the letter, which his Holiness
aspire to realize, with an approach to the needs of the faithful in our society and
our eparchy today; introduced by a brief concept of Consecration and spiritual
attraction to follow the “Word made flesh”, the “Living” raised from the dead on
the paths towards the Kingdom.

I - Concept of Consecration

When we speak of consecration, we mean a free individual, existing in itself,
source of his words and actions, who, like other people, deals with issues of
everyday life, in their multitude and diversity, in a relationship and
communication with others; and in communion with the “Word,” living Jesus
Christ.

Vatican Council II explains consecration as: “The call to the fullness of Christian
life and to the perfection of charity, addressed to all those who believe in Christ,
regardless of rank or status” (1D (paragraph 43).
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This obligation arises and develops from the baptismal font. “Though a
consecrated person (i.e. baptized), following the example of Paul, count
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord (...) and count all things as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ ... “
(Philippians 3 / 8-9)

These general components are addressed not only to those consecrated in
monastic institutions, or to existing or newly established associations, but they
also affect all the faithful, by virtue of their baptism in the Holy Spirit. The
Christian became a consecrated person, essentially, and live in one of two
monasteries: the “monastery of life in the world”, where he/she seeks with his/
her fellow humans the sanctification of the world by the power of the Spirit, or
the “monastery of a particular religious community”, he/she also seeks to sanctify
the world.

This self-conscious commitment or consecration may last a lifetime in a spiritual
attraction process achieving real correlative vows, which make up the fact of this
consecration, described as follows:

1 - Vow of obedience that develops a personal relationship with the
“God Incarnate”.

2 - Vow of heart that goes beyond the relativity of reason and communicate
directly with the Lord in an absolute relationship.

3 - Vow of humanity that grows to testify eternal fatherhood of God.

4 - Vow of life that falls to man the freedom to love beyond the limit of the
society to the service of God’s children.

5 - Vow of body that elevates the self-dispersion and conflicts with the body
to the unity with the Lord.

6 - Vow of life gratitude which releases the greed of earthly goods and any
material interference.

7 - Vow of time that overcomes the indolence of the narrow selfishness by
the “incarnation” of the universal divine love.

These attractions and vows make the greeting word of God alive and active in the
consecrated person. In the following, an approach of this relationship in light of
the objectives and expectations presented by Pope Francis.



IT - Aims.

Look to the past with gratitude: His Holiness encouraged to review the history of
monastic institutions regardless of their vocation or mission; and to consider the
personal appeal of the Lord to every one of us, when he says: “You are the light of
the world... Thus your light shines so that people see the good you do and they
praise your Father in heaven “(Matthew 5,14 -16).

Live the present with passion: By looking closely to this, in the light of the
Resurrection, we hear the call of the Lord to provide support to the other in the
process of progress towards the better, and to look into the future with the hope
of changing and incarnating the meanings of the Resurrection; joy, forgiveness,
reconciliation, peace and experimenting the gifts of the Spirit.

Embrace the future with hope: We know the difficulties which the various forms
of consecrated life are currently experiencing. Thus, Pope Francis encourages us
not to submit to the temptation of self-force, but to continue the way, confident
that the Lord is working in the life of each of us, overcoming all the pain, suffer-
ings and disappointments we face in our lives in order to give new fruit and get
the Lord’s promise.

III - Expectations:

Pope Francis expressed his expectations for this year in five points:

1 - Joy: “Witnesses to the joy of the Gospel”, God is able to fill our hearts
and make us happy, no need to look elsewhere for our happiness. His
Holiness invites us to be witnesses of the joy that nourishes our authentic
fraternity and makes the joy of the resurrection contagious. We also need
to live happily together, celebrate, praise and encourage each other.

2 - Prophecy “Wake up the World”: Pope Francis refers to the prophecy
which is a distinctive sign of consecrated life, making the consecrated
persons “the prophets bear witness of Jesus’ way of life on earth among
people”. The faithful expect from them to be men of faith in Christ, men
of prayer who teach people how to pray, and pray with them.

3 - Communion: consecrated persons are invited to become “experts in
communion”. The faithful want to see in them witness of the
Incarnation mystery, who do not only play a role or perform a function...,
but to be where the Lord sends them, the “street tabernacles” among
humans. People need kind hearts, believing hearts, flamed with the
love of Christ and joining them in their dull environments.
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4 - Compassion: “Go into the entire world,” the Pope asks all Church
members to leave themselves to go to the existential peripheries, and he
said: “you will find life by giving life, hope by spreading hope and love
by giving love ...”.

5 - Seek God’s will: His Holiness expects that all forms of consecrated life
reconsider what God and humanity of today require. No one can feel
excused from seriously examining his or her presence in the life of the
Church and from responding to the new demands constantly being made
on us, to the cry of the poor, regardless of their situations.

In response to his expectations and those of the faithful, Pope Francis invites all
the laity to share with the consecrated their ideals, their spirituality and mission.
He urges them to live this Year as a grace which can make them more aware of
the gift they have received. His Holiness asks also all Christian people to gather
around consecrated persons, to rejoice with them, to share their difficulties, to
work with them, for the continuation of their ministry and their work.

Dear faithful,

Meditating on the above, I invite you, as a Maronite faithful community in this
diverse Canadian society, each member of you, to remember his first encounter
with the Lord, his commitment and consecration, so that, today, we live an interior
resurrection, through our behavior and our duties.

Recall first that it is the resurrection of the heart. The power of God’s love allows
everyone to get out of himself in order to live openness to others. This is also the
resurrection in the light, because the Holy Spirit leads us into the light of God
where to live. This resurrection is individual for each one of us and at the same
time it is collective by the Church, “Body of Christ”, especially here, through all
our united parishes.

I urge you to remain a community that reflects the resurrection, and I implore the
Risen Lord to turn us into a “new creation” in the service of the Resurrection and
life, through the intercession of Mary, partner of Redemption, Mother of Life and
hope.

I renew my sincere congratulations to all who read this letter, my prayer and my
blessing to you all in Christ Jesus.

+Paul-Marwan Tabet
Bishop
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